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Poznań is situated almost exactly half way between Berlin and 
Warsaw. Despite its easy accessibility from either capital (both of 

which are within a three-hour train ride or a three-hour motorway 
drive), the city has not established itself as an obvious choice of des-
tination for many foreign travellers. This, one might claim perversely, 
is actually one of Poznań’s advantages. It is still waiting to be dis-
covered. And yet, it has always been there, in the midst of events in 
Europe. It was at this site that, in the 10th century, Poland came into 
being. The town was quintessentially Polish, despite the fact that the 
wife of Mieszko, the first ruler, came from Bohemia. The Renaissance 
Town Hall, which is one of the city’s trademarks, was designed by 
an Italian-Swiss architect. In the 18th century, after years of wars and 
plagues, the Poznań authorities brought settlers from the German 
town of Bamberg (hence called Bambrzy, or Bambergers) to farm 
the land. In time, these visitors became an essential part of the local 
community.

The German Emperor Wilhelm II left an unusual memento behind 
in Poznań: Europe’s youngest monarchal castle, now aged slightly 
over a  century. Near it, in 1918, the Wielkopolska Uprising broke 
out, eventually paving the way to Poznań becoming a part of Po-
land once again. Traces of these and other historic sights, events 
and people are still here, despite the endless changes that Poznań 
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is undergoing. With a population of about a half a million, Poznań 
boasts one of the country’s most robust local economies. Through-
out most of the year, the tone in the city is set by university students, 
who number an impressive 120,000! Poznań’s institutions of higher 
education, with Adam Mickiewicz University at their head, top Po-
land’s lists of academic excellence. 

Poznań attracts visitors with its atmosphere, history and culture. 
While being one of the largest metropolitan areas in the country, 
it has retained many features of a much smaller town. This makes 
for a slower-paced life, allowing tourists to explore the city at ease, 
whether on foot or by bicycle.

This Guide has been dedicated mainly to visitors who are unfamil-
iar with Poznań. We have tried to avoid turning it into a collection 
of descriptions of sights and attractions. Rather, our aim was to tell 
stories about Poznań’s history and how it at times intertwined with 
the fates of Europe and the rest of the world. In keeping with this 
design, Chapter I describes how the town was established and what 
remains in it from the early days. The following chapters show the 
key points of interest in Poznań that are worth exploring. The final 
chapters present contemporary Poznań, its everyday life and the 
 attractions that lie beyond its borders.
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